THE ASSOCIATION OF TOWNS AWARDED THE EUROPE PRIZE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2011

5 - 8 MAY, 2011

ANKARA DECLARATION

We, Ankara, Berlin-Neukölln, Bocholt, Cockermouth, Czestochowa, Darmstadt, Gdynia, Graz, Istanbul, Katowice, Kharkiv, Linz, Marvejols, Nancy, Regensburg, St. Pölten, Vienna and Würzburg, cities gathered in Ankara on 5 – 8 May 2011 upon the invitation of the Greater Ankara Municipality, on the occasion of “The 2011 General Assembly of The Association of Towns Awarded The Europe Prize” with the predetermined main theme “Social Cohesion,” agreed upon the following:

1- Ensuring social services to be conducted in a productive and efficient way to avoid a social cohesion problem. Considering the fact that the elected bodies of local authorities are elected from the same local inhabitants, makes them more acquainted with the priorities of the region, which means they can render a more efficient service in comparison to the central government. To this respect, social services must be transferred to local governments as much as possible.

2- Constituting service policies according to the quality and quantity of the groups who encounter social cohesion problems. Emphasizing that central government, municipalities and NGOs should work in collaboration. Thus, waste of resource can be prevented.

3- Emphasizing that local governments shall pursue social policies for the protection of needy-indigent people, families, children and the disabled. Constituting well defined, comprehensive solutions for unemployment and promoting solidarity in society.

4- Considering the fact that local government, as an integral part of the national structure of governance, is the level of government closest to the citizens, should implement; child training and entertainment centers, family consulting centers, vocational rehabilitation centers, social housing projects and arts, sports and cultural facilities etc. Greater Ankara Municipality which is carrying out 164 social projects concurrently can set a good example for other cities and is ready to share its experiences.

5- Aware of the fact that the social projects which are implemented by the local governments serve as a preventive measure and make a significant contribution to decrease the crime rate.

6- Applying the necessary social policies to prevent elderly people from social exclusion and integrate them into social, cultural and sports activities through programs and generating processes to improve the preparation of older adults in the knowledge and awareness of their rights.

7- Reaffirming the necessity to widespread the “protective-preventive” mental health services in order to prevent immigrant women and children from encountering post traumatic stress disorder, cultural clashes, role changing in family and domestic violence after the immigration process.

8- Allocating common youth facilities which focus not only to diminish the conflicts between youngsters but also aim to build an effective culture of tolerance through respect, dialogue, cooperation and mutual understanding among young people. 

9- Fostering social policies to ensure the support of the families of the disabled and inform them about their care, education, rehabilitation and psychosocial measures, so that the families can play an active role in the rehabilitation process. These constructive steps will enhance their social  inclusion.

10- Protecting and strengthening the family unity and social networks will make a great contribution in achieving social cohesion. In this regard, Community Centers are considered as vital implementations.

11- Emphasizing the necessity to raise the awareness of the public and the families by organizing seminars, panels and interviews as well as using the power of the audiovisual and other mass media in regard to the risks which children and young people may encounter in the streets.

12- Underlining the importance of taking an active role as The Association of Towns Awarded The Europe Prize in benefiting from the EU funds in order to develop social projects to the disadvantaged groups of society and cultural projects with the member cities of the association.
13- Initiating the “Ankara Process” with a view to constitute a social cohesion model across Europe, by gathering the best social projects of the member cities, the relevant chapters of EU and Council of Europe as well as taking opinions and contributions from the NGO’s and embassies of the member countries.
14- Entrusting Greater Ankara Municipality with the task to send this declaration to the Council of Europe and United Nations Economic and Social Council.

15- The next meeting of the Presidium is to be held in the city of Czestochowa in October 2011.

16- The host city for 2012 General Assembly is going to be determined at the Presidium Meeting in Czestochowa.
17- The Mayor of city of Ankara has been elected for the Presidency of the Association for the 2011 – 2013 term.

